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1. Review general behavior expectations for 
young children

2. Review the importance of screening 
efforts in ECE settings and best practices.

3. Identify best practices for monitoring child 
development

4. Effective ways to partner with family to 
assess development

5. Provide other resources that could be 
utilized
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What is “Developmentally 
Appropriate Behavior”?

Provide an example of a behavior that is 
developmentally appropriate for a:

▪ 2-year-old?

▪ 4-year-old?
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Behavioral Expectations 12-24 Months

Give an example of “typical” 
behavior for each 
developmental area:

Communication?

Social/Emotional?
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Behavioral Expectations 24-36 Months
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Behavioral Expectations 36-
48 Months
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Review of Developmental ASQ Screening
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The Importance of ASQ Developmental and SE 
Screening: 

Screening can:

▪ identify children who are 
developing on schedule.

▪ identify children who would benefit 
from practice or support in specific 
areas.

▪ identify children at risk for 
developmental delays who should 
be referred for further evaluation.
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Clearly

Typical

?

Adapted from Macias, M. (2006) D-PIP Training Workshop

Clearly

Atypical

ASQ-3  and ASQ:SE-2  Training Materials 
by J Squires, J Farrell, J Clifford, S Yockelson, 
E Twombly, and L Potter   Copyright © 2015 
Brookes Publishing Co. All rights reserved. 

www.agesandstages.com
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Under Detected

To prevent us from missing childrenOur eyes are not sensitive
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General program tips for screening 
implementation

• Set up routine screening procedures 

• Communicate screening results with 
new teachers during classroom 
transitions

• Schedule follow-up screening plans 
when concerns arise
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The Developmental areas of the ASQ-3

Communication

• This refers to 
children’s 
language skills 
and includes 
what they can 
say and what 
they can 
understand.

Gross Motor

• This refers to 
children’s use 
and 
coordination 
of larger 
muscles, like 
arms and legs 
when they 
move and 
play.

Fine Motor

• This refers to 
children’s 
movement 
and 
coordination 
of smaller 
muscles, like 
hands and 
fingers.

Problem Solving

• This refers to 
children’s 
thinking and 
learning skills 
(pre-academic 
skills).

Personal-Social

• This refers to 
children’s self-
help skills and 
interactions 
with others.
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The 7 Behavioral Areas of the ASQ-SE:2

Autonomy

• A child's ability 
or willingness 
to self-initiate 
or respond 
without 
guidance (i.e., 
moving to 
independence).

Compliance

• A child's ability 
or willingness 
to conform to

• the direction of 
others and 
follow rules.

Adaptive 
Functioning

• A child's 
success or 
ability to cope 
with 
physiological 
needs (e.g., 
sleeping, 
eating, 
elimination, 
safety).

Self-Regulation

• A child's ability 
or willingness 
to calm or 
settle down or 
adjust to 
physiological or 
environmental 
conditions or 
stimulation.

Affect

• A child's ability 
or willingness 
to demonstrate 
his or her own 
feelings and 
empathy for 
others.

Interaction

• A child's ability 
or willingness 
to respond or 
to initiate social 
responses to 
parents, other 
adults, and 
peers.

Social 
Communication

• A child’s ability 
of willingness 
to interact with 
others by 
responding to 
or initiating 
verbal or 
nonverbal 
signals to 
indicate 
interests or 
needs, feelings, 
and affective or 
internal states.
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The Benefits of Using Both Tools

• A strong social-emotional foundation is key to 
health, well-being, and ability to learn in 
school.

• There’s a relationship between behavior and 
development.

• Social-emotional screening paired with a 
developmental screen provides a more 
thorough picture.

• When new behaviors occur or existing 
behaviors increase, a repeat screen may give 
some insight.
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Behaviors that can be challenging 
(4-5 year-old)

Very Active
Insatiable 
Curiosity

Bathroom 
language

Wants to play, 
stormy 

relationships

Imitation of 
adults

Aggression with 
peers, learning 

to share

Extreme swings 
(bossy then shy)

Testing 
boundaries

Clingy
Developing 

some feelings 
of insecurity

Wants to be 
right

Blames others 
for own 

wrongdoing

What others would you add to the list?
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Is The Behavior Typical?

Behavior Typical Age Range When to Consult with Others

Temper Tantrums 18 months to 4 years Tantrums continue past preschool; increase 
in frequency or the behavior is unsafe

Inability to share Age 1-4 years Is not limited to special items; shows no 
improvement in preschool

Bossiness or Bullying Age 4-8 years Shows no empathy; hurts others without 
cause; behavior is unsafe
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When screening with ASQ  Tools, keep in 
mind:

• Screening at the right time of 
day

• Consider time knowing the child

• Collaborating with consistent 
classroom staff when completing

• The big picture: just a snapshot 
of development
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Our Focus Today: The “Gray” area?

In other words, scores do not 
indicate referral, but there are 
opportunities to target some skill 
development
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Developing a plan
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Using Screening Tools in Partnership With 
Families 

• Communicating screening 
results in a timely manner 
with families.

• Have the family complete the 
screening tool to gain a more 
complete picture of the child 
in all environments.

• Set up a partnership meeting 
with the family to identify any 
goals, strategies, and future 
steps.
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When Sharing Results with Families:

• Screening results should be 
shared in a positive, 
supportive, and nonjudgmental 
manner (strength-based).

• Think ahead about the 
language you will use in a 
meeting.

• Have any resources available to 
share with family. 

• Decide on a follow-up plan for 
ongoing communication.

Strengths-Based Attitudes

• All families have strengths.

• Families are the first and most 
important teachers of their children.

• Families are our partners with a critical 
role in their child’s development.

• Families have expertise about their 
child and family.

• Families' contributions are important 
and valuable.
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Why Parent Report?

• Parents are highly reliable when reporting on 

their child's development (Dinnebeil & Rule 1994)

• ASQ-3 research found 93% agreement between 

parents and professionals

• Many other studies agree that parents are 

reliable reporters

• Parents ARE the experts on their child!
ASQ-3  and ASQ:SE-2  Training Materials by J Squires, J Farrell, J Clifford, S Yockelson, E Twombly, and L Potter   

Copyright © 2015 Brookes Publishing Co. All rights reserved. www.agesandstages.com
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ASQ  
Conversation 
Support 
Resources:
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CDC Act Early 
Conversation 
Support 
Resources
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A Team Approach to Supporting 
Development:

• Identify areas of opportunity to reinforce 

• Label activities that can be done at school and 
at home

• Use ASQ resources to guide activities 

• Make a plan for monitoring/tracking progress
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Building a Plan of Action:

▪ Determine developmental areas that 
will be addressed based on screening 
results

▪ Set child-specific and 
developmentally appropriate goals.

▪ Determine how to incorporate 
individualized goals within the child’s 
daily activities

▪ Identify how you will best track your 
child’s progress

▪ Ensure both staff and families agree 
on a plan
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Differentiating Instruction
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Creating a Responsive Learning Environment
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Creating a Responsive Learning Environment:

• Adapting the Physical 
Environment

• Differentiating Instruction

• Group children more 
intentionally based on 
developmental levels

• Incorporate supportive group 
activities that foster a positive 
classroom culture
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Building Skills Through Everyday Interactions:



Josh Shapiro, Governor
 Dr. Carrie Rowe, Acting Secretary of Education | Valerie A. Arkoosh, M.D., MPH, Secretary  of Human Services

Additional Helpful Resources for Routines:

Teaching Tools - National Center for Pyramid Model 
Innovations

Classroom Routine Support Guide

https://challengingbehavior.org/pyramid-model/behavior-intervention/teaching-tools/
https://challengingbehavior.org/pyramid-model/behavior-intervention/teaching-tools/
https://challengingbehavior.org/pyramid-model/behavior-intervention/teaching-tools/
https://challengingbehavior.org/pyramid-model/behavior-intervention/teaching-tools/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6363f467ea3d6f45c5dfb9ca/t/63656a37b9e2291d70b6258e/1667590724867/classroom_routine_guide-k_to_2nd_gr.pdf
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Using Results to Inform Daily Classroom 
Practices 
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Case Example- 
Johnny Appleseed

• Where does his score 
fall on the continuum?

• What are the concerns 
identified?

• What else might you 
want to know?
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Using the Follow Up Sections to guide your process



Josh Shapiro, Governor
 Dr. Carrie Rowe, Acting Secretary of Education | Valerie A. Arkoosh, M.D., MPH, Secretary  of Human Services

How would you support Johnny’s Social-
Emotional Development?

Results showing social-emotional challenges (e.g., 
difficulty regulating emotions, forming peer 
relationships) can inform specific strategies like:

Integrating more structured playtime or group 
activities.

Using social stories or role-playing to teach 
emotional regulation and conflict resolution.

Modeling and reinforcing positive social behaviors 
throughout the day
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What strategies could you use to support 
Johnny’s Language Development:

• Provide strategies for supporting 
children with language delays or 
developmental concerns (e.g., using 
visual aids, providing extended wait 
time for verbal responses, 
implementing peer-assisted learning).

• Recommend using open-ended 
questions, building vocabulary, and 
supporting fine motor skills with 
puzzles, drawing, and block-building 
activities.
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Being a More Reflective Teacher
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How might teaching practices need to be 
adjusted based on screening results?
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Key Points to Remember

• Schedule a plan for rescreening.
• Checking in/partnering with families. 

• Developing a plan of action that 
makes sense.

• Adjusting teaching/classroom 
practices.

• Celebrate successes

• Are there other supports you can 
utilize? 

• Is there additional training that 
would be helpful?
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Additional Resources
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IECMHC Newsletter
Signup for Bright Start, Bright Kids, 
Bright Future--IECMHC here:

www.pakeys.org/getting-
started/about-us/newsletter-signup/

http://www.pakeys.org/getting-started/about-us/newsletter-signup/
http://www.pakeys.org/getting-started/about-us/newsletter-signup/
http://www.pakeys.org/getting-started/about-us/newsletter-signup/
http://www.pakeys.org/getting-started/about-us/newsletter-signup/
http://www.pakeys.org/getting-started/about-us/newsletter-signup/
http://www.pakeys.org/getting-started/about-us/newsletter-signup/
http://www.pakeys.org/getting-started/about-us/newsletter-signup/
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IECMHC Office Hours

IECMH Consultants are available by 
appointment via telephone or video 
conference. 

Find next steps for: 

• Child Social-Emotional Concerns

• Child Behavioral or Developmental 
Concerns

• Emotional Well-being of Teachers and 
Caregivers

• Partnering with Families

Appointments are held twice per month. 



Josh Shapiro, Governor
 Dr. Carrie Rowe, Acting Secretary of Education | Valerie A. Arkoosh, M.D., MPH, Secretary  of Human Services

IECMHC Resources

IECMHC Website

www.pakeys.org/iecmh

Request for Services Form

https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-
content/uploads/2021/10/IEC
MHC-Request-for-Services-
Full-Application-fillable-rev-
10.11.21.pdf 

http://www.pakeys.org/iecmh
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IECMHC-Request-for-Services-Full-Application-fillable-rev-10.11.21.pdf


Josh Shapiro, Governor
 Dr. Carrie Rowe, Acting Secretary of Education | Valerie A. Arkoosh, M.D., MPH, Secretary  of Human Services

Questions?

LINDSAY VAN DYKE, M.ED

IECMHC SUPERVISOR NORTHEAST/NORTH CENTRAL 
REGION, SOUTHWEST REGION

LINVAN@PAKEYS.ORG

570-269-6076

AMANDA HARRISON, MA, LPC, NCC
INFANT-EARLY CHILDHOOD MENTAL HEALTH WEST 
REGIONAL SUPERVISOR

AMAHAR@PAKEYS.ORG

412-509-4283

mailto:linvan@pakeys.org
mailto:linvan@pakeys.org
mailto:linvan@pakeys.org
mailto:linvan@pakeys.org
mailto:linvan@pakeys.org
mailto:amahar@pakeys.org
mailto:amahar@pakeys.org
mailto:amahar@pakeys.org
mailto:amahar@pakeys.org
mailto:amahar@pakeys.org
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