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What makes 
you, you?

• My name is 

• I live in

• I work at

• I have 
(kids, pets, 
plants, hobbies)

This Photo by Unknown Author i s l icensed under CC BY

https://www.tahr.org.tw/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=16
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Mrs. Dinkles
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What 
makes 
you, you?

• My name is

• I was named after… 

• The origin of my name is…

• I live in

• I was born in…

• I have lived in…

• I live in _____ because… 

• I work at
• I have been in the field for…

• I’m passionate about…

• My favorite part of my job is…

• My child/ren are…

• My pets are…

• My hobbies are…. I enjoy them because….
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Why did this 
feel different?

• Connected to your family, 
roots, history

• Where you were born

• Where you grew up

• Where you’ve lived

• What drives your work and 
professional life

• What things bring you joy in 
your work

• Describes the people that 
mean the most to you

• Shares a little about the things 
you like to do
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The Strength of the Commonalities 

• Strength of 
Intersections

• Shared Identities

• Basis of 
Relationship

• Connections

• Daily Interactions

• Culture of Origin 
and Adaptive 
Culture
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Culture and Child Development

•Sense of Self

•Navigating Intersections
•Culture of Origin, Adaptive Culture
•Home Language and New Language

•Representation 



Josh Shapiro, Governor
 Dr. Carrie Rowe, Acting Secretary of Education | Valerie A. Arkoosh, M.D., MPH, Secretary  of Human Services

Culture and Child Development

• Impact of language, culture, and identity 
on child development, self-esteem, and 
academic success.

• Connection between identity affirmation 
and positive outcomes for children. 

• Social/Emotional Development
• Connection to the Early Learning Standards
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Strategies for Inclusive 
Classroom Environments 

• Books

• Music

• Classroom Materials 

• Multi-language labels

• Pictures

• Use real families!

• Meals

• Dramatic Play

• Foods

• Dolls 

• Clothing 
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In Research

• Different Developmental Pathways

• DLL children might learn concepts in one 
language versus another.  

• Developmental screenings.

• Code Switching

• Typical in children who are dual language 
learners.

• Going between home language and English.
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In Research
• Greater Demands on Memory

• Two (or more)
• Sets of sounds
• Grammar rules
• Vocabulary and definitions

• Leads to increased ability to focus, remember, 
make decisions

• Development within two (or more) cultures
• Cultural behaviors
• Manners
• Customs

• Leads to improved ability to adapt to different 
situations and expectations
• Example: Greetings

20
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Assessing Learning Inclusively 

• Consider the lens
• How can you adapt your own expectations and learning 

environment to incorporate each child’s cultural way of 
being? Also, consider the societal and structural 
perspectives: How might poverty, trauma, inequities, 
and other adverse conditions affect how children 
negotiate and respond to their world? How can you help 
each child build resilience? (NAEYC)

• Consider the language, dialect
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Connections-Stronger than Language

• Relationships
• Common goal
• Warm, welcoming environment
• Human connection

• Language 
• Communication is:

• 55% body language
• 38% voice and tone
• 7% spoken words

• Mutual Understanding
• Respect for culture
• Valuing contributions

22
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Cultivating Inclusive 
Relationships 
• Show interest, be genuine

• Find commonalities

• Support the home 
language in the classroom

• Avoid generalizations

• Consider your own biases 
or perceptions 
• We all have them! 
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Cultivating Inclusive 
Relationships 

• Ask for family help and input

• Help build your classroom 
environment

• Ask parents to translate, to bring in 
cultural items, to share books, 
nursery rhymes and lullabies

• Avoid phrases and sarcasm

• Support the use and continued practice 
of the home language

• Some families may be resistant to 
this- let’s talk about WHY
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The Bilingual Brain- 
Age of Exposure
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Going Deeper – Inclusive Practices

• Building a reflective community of ECE providers
• Hiring and recruitment strategies 
• Best fit for classrooms
• Language differentials 
• Ongoing training and support

• Family Communications
• Translation opportunities
• Avoiding phrases
• Addressing misunderstandings- cultural or language



Josh Shapiro, Governor
 Dr. Carrie Rowe, Acting Secretary of Education | Valerie A. Arkoosh, M.D., MPH, Secretary  of Human Services

Google Translate- A Great Tool But…
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A Note about Dads

• Is your program ‘mom centric’?
• Movement to Family Centered

• Intentionality of approach to engage fathers/father 
figures
• Decision Making

• Programming and Engagement 

• Case Study
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Universal Practices

• Everyone Has Strengths

• Responsive Caregiving and Communication

• Kindness

• Body Language

• Tone
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Who can 
you lift up 
today?
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Let’s build our community!

Luisa Olivo-Wolf, luolivowol@pa.gov 

mailto:luolivowol@pa.gov

	Slide 1: Welcome.
	Slide 2: Honoring and Supporting the  Language, Culture and Identity  of Families and Children 
	Slide 3: What makes you, you?
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Mrs. Dinkles
	Slide 6: What makes you, you?
	Slide 7: Why did this feel different?
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: The Strength of the Commonalities 
	Slide 11: Culture and Child Development
	Slide 12: Culture and Child Development
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Strategies for Inclusive Classroom Environments 
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: In Research
	Slide 20: In Research
	Slide 21: Assessing Learning Inclusively 
	Slide 22: Connections-Stronger than Language
	Slide 23: Cultivating Inclusive Relationships 
	Slide 24: Cultivating Inclusive Relationships 
	Slide 25
	Slide 26: The Bilingual Brain-  Age of Exposure
	Slide 27: Going Deeper – Inclusive Practices
	Slide 28: Google Translate- A Great Tool But…
	Slide 29: A Note about Dads
	Slide 30: Universal Practices
	Slide 31
	Slide 32: Who can you lift up today?
	Slide 33

