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Defining Dual/Multi-Language 
Learners

A dual language learner is a child who is acquiring two or 
more languages at the same time or a child who is learning a 
second language while continuing to develop their first 
language. The term "dual language learner" may encompass 
or overlap substantially with other terms frequently used, 
such as bilingual, English language learner (ELL), Limited 
English Proficient (LEP), English learner, and children who 
speak a Language Other Than English (LOTE).
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Review: In Research

• Different Developmental Pathways

• DLL children might learn concepts in one language 
versus another.  

• Developmental screenings.

• Code Switching

• Typical in children who are dual language learners.

• Going between home language and English.
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Review: In Research
• Greater Demands on Memory, 

Higher Executive Function in the Brain
• Two (or more)

• Sets of sounds
• Grammar rules
• Vocabulary and definitions

• Leads to increased ability to focus, remember, and make 
decisions

• Development within two (or more) cultures
• Cultural behaviors
• Manners
• Customs

• Leads to improved ability to adapt to different situations 
and expectations
• Example: Greetings
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NOTICE:

• Code Switching: “Tapa” (lid) 
for the water

• Developmental Pathway: 
“Huevo” instead of “Egg” 
Learned “Papa” before 
“Potato”

• Understanding of Spanish as 
a different language
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What We Know About Language
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-Words
-Inflection
-Tone of Voice
-Affect
-Body Language
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Considerations for Interactions

• Speaking
• SLOW DOWN!  
• Try to find a few words to incorporate in the other language
• Body Language
• Affect and Inflection
• Descriptive Language

• Writing
• Try to find resources that have information in multiple 

languages
• The internet is your friend!

• Reading
• Look for books that have versions in other languages
• Share books that are culturally diverse
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Dual/Multi 
Language Spectrum

• English exposure
• Home language
• Dialects
• Culture
• Time of exposure to a second 

(or more) language
• Simultaneous, sequential

• Brain Development
• Increased executive 

function
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Special Considerations for 
Dual/Multi Language Learners

• May not understand instructions right away

•  Takes longer to process

• May be scared

• May be experiencing an educational setting for the first 
time, AND learning a new language
• All the same experiences of children new to ECE, with 

the addition of language acquisition

• Have different exposure to the world

• Can be mistaken as having a speech delay

• Are prone to code-switching and mimicking 
13
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Supporting Language Acquisition 

• Expose children to words in a variety of ways
• Label everything in multiple languages
• Try to say the words in their language
• Ask parents to share words with you

• Provide prompts for language to DLL children
• Narrate the activity
• Shorten sentences when children seem confused

• Connect DLL children to classroom buddies who speak the 
same language and children who have strong English skills
• Support simultaneous language learning

• Maintain schedules and routines, as much as possible 

• Keep culture in mind when individualizing for a child
• Be literal
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Supporting Language Acquisition 

• Hearing Language is Learning Language
• Exposure is important

• Narrate your actions to babies and toddlers
• Read to children in multiple languages (points for 

trying!)

• Use the environment
• Display words from other languages in the classroom
• Home Visiting
• Have multilingual books available
• Listen to diverse music with different languages 
• Value what children say and how they help
each other
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Resources

• Ready DLL

• www.duolingo.com/

• ECLKC- Dual Language Learners Toolkit
• eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/culture-language/article/dual-

language-learners-toolkit

• WIDA

• Colorin Colorado

• Tablet- Speak and Translate

• iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/mcontent/young-dual-
language-learners-working-with-families-instructors-guide/
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Resources

• Spanish Playground

• Super Simple Songs- Español

• Super Simple Songs

• Super Simple Songs- Japanese

• Scholastic Books in Spanish

• Real World Spanish

20

https://www.spanishplayground.net/spanish-songs-for-kids-learning-language/?fbclid=IwAR07i-IeEYTjIs_aw4X54mXHqqK95G66ZRA8CkY8kb9e5l6reKMqlmQ_h4Q
https://www.spanishplayground.net/spanish-songs-for-kids-learning-language/?fbclid=IwAR07i-IeEYTjIs_aw4X54mXHqqK95G66ZRA8CkY8kb9e5l6reKMqlmQ_h4Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyY3Wd5x85o8AKXjYSoxFAQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyY3Wd5x85o8AKXjYSoxFAQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyY3Wd5x85o8AKXjYSoxFAQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyY3Wd5x85o8AKXjYSoxFAQ
https://www.youtube.com/c/supersimplesongs/videos
https://www.youtube.com/c/supersimplesongs/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFYikUxvZ2sxD_P8efgFFvw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFYikUxvZ2sxD_P8efgFFvw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFYikUxvZ2sxD_P8efgFFvw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFYikUxvZ2sxD_P8efgFFvw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bipV2Y-FEr8&list=PLwmYd6YIpBurEZB4_KXzWMkcJpSDhY_yR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bipV2Y-FEr8&list=PLwmYd6YIpBurEZB4_KXzWMkcJpSDhY_yR
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4xouAB7u2_Ym0LxJtZ3xfw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4xouAB7u2_Ym0LxJtZ3xfw


Josh Shapiro, Governor
 Dr. Carrie Rowe, Acting Secretary of Education| Valerie A. Arkoosh, M.D., MPH, Secretary  of Human Services

21



Josh Shapiro, Governor
 Dr. Carrie Rowe, Acting Secretary of Education| Valerie A. Arkoosh, M.D., MPH, Secretary  of Human Services

22


	Slide 1: Integrating Spanish in the Classroom
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Defining Dual/Multi-Language Learners
	Slide 5: Review: In Research
	Slide 6: Review: In Research
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: What We Know About Language
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: -Words -Inflection -Tone of Voice -Affect -Body Language 
	Slide 11: Considerations for Interactions
	Slide 12: Dual/Multi Language Spectrum
	Slide 13:  Special Considerations for  Dual/Multi Language Learners 
	Slide 14: Supporting Language Acquisition 
	Slide 15: Supporting Language Acquisition 
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Resources
	Slide 20: Resources
	Slide 21
	Slide 22

