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PURPOSE

To provide information on the OCDEL-approved curricula and developmental
assessments for use by STAR 3 and 4 programs.

e Appendix A: Approved Curriculum Information for Keystone STARS: Current as
of release of this policy; updates will be made in March 2023 and posted here

e Appendix B: Approved Developmental Assessment Information for Keystone
STARS: Current as of release of this policy; updates will be made in March 2023
and posted here

BACKGROUND

STAR 3 and STAR 4 programs can earn points in optional quality indicator EC 3.4.1 by
using an OCDEL approved curriculum and EC 3.4.2 by using an OCDEL approved
developmental assessment tool. The list of OCDEL approved curricula for use by
programs can be found on the Pennsylvania Department of Education’s website here.
The list of OCDEL approved developmental assessment tools can be found on the PA
Key’s website here.
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https://www.education.pa.gov/Early%20Learning/Early%20Learning%20Standards/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.pakeys.org/getting-started/ocdel-programs/early-learning-outcomes-reporting/
https://www.education.pa.gov/Early%20Learning/Early%20Learning%20Standards/Pages/default.aspx#.VZ_Uz_k3z1E
https://www.pakeys.org/getting-started/ocdel-programs/early-learning-outcomes-reporting/

DISCUSSION

The optional requirements for STAR 3 and 4 providers to use OCDEL-approved
curricula and development assessments in order to earn points in EC 3.4.1 and EC
3.4.2 has not changed in recent years. However, OCDEL recognizes these
requirements may not have been communicated effectively or implemented consistently
across the commonwealth. Effective December 1, 2022, only current OCDEL-approved
curricula and developmental assessment tools will be accepted in meeting EC 3.4.1 and
EC 3.4.2 for STAR 3 and 4 designations as outlined in this policy announcement.

Updates to the Listings of OCDEL-Approved Curricula and/or Developmental
Assessment Tools

OCDEL is implementing an annual process during which time, a Bureau of Early
Learning Policy and Professional Development staff will contact all currently approved
vendors to inquire about any updates or revisions that were made to their curricula
and/or assessments tools over the last year. This process will occur during the months
of January and February when OCDEL will also place a call for any additional vendors
to apply to have their curricula and/or developmental assessments tools approved for
use.

Following the annual review process, OCDEL will update the listings of approved
curricula and/or developmental assessments tools to reflect the following:

e Older versions of curricula and/or assessments tools that are no longer
supported by vendors will be marked as “Sunset”, effective June 30 of the
following fiscal year. These sunset tools will be removed from the OCDEL
approved listings in their entirety at the start of the following fiscal year.

o Example: An assessment tool is determined to be no longer supported
during OCDEL'’s annual review in Jan/Feb 2023. In March of 2023, the
updated listing of OCDEL-approved assessment tools will indicate that this
assessment will be sunset effective June 30, 2023. The tool will remain on
the listing through the fiscal year 2023-2024, with the clarifying language
that it was sunset effective June 30, 2023. The tool will be totally removed
from the listing the following year, July 1, 2024.

e Approved new curricula and/or assessments tools and updated versions of
previously approved curricula and/or assessments tools will be added to the
listing and will become effective July 1 of the following fiscal year.

e Curricula and/or assessments tools from additional vendors will be added to the
listing and will become effective July 1 of the following fiscal year.

In cases in which a vendor releases a newer version of a curricula and/or
developmental assessment tool that has only minor changes and the older version is
still supported by the vendor, both the former version and the updated version will be
included on the OCDEL-approved lists.

Note: It is important to note that while the OCDEL-approved curricula and/or
developmental assessments listings will be updated each March to reflect any tools that
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will be sunset at the end of the current fiscal year, providers will have until July 1 of the
following fiscal year to choose and adopt a new approved tool.
Example: ABC Child Care is currently using an approved curriculum. In March
2023, the updated approved curricula and assessment listings are released and
indicate that the curriculum ABC Child Care is using will be sunset on June 30,
2023. ABC Child Care will have until July 1, 2023, to choose and adopt a new
curriculum from the approved listing in order to meet EC 3.4.1.

Communication to the Keystone STARS Providers Regarding Updates to the
Curricula and/or Developmental Assessments Listings

OCDEL will communicate any changes to the listings of approved curricula and/or
developmental assessment tools that will become effective July 1 of the following fiscal
year via the Pennsylvania (PA) Early Education Newsletter. It is estimated that the
listings will be updated in March of every fiscal year and the field will be notified via the
PA Early Education Newsletter at that time.

Expectations for Keystone STARS Providers when Updates Occur to Approved
Curricula and/or Developmental Assessments Tools Listings

Keystone STAR 3 and STAR 4 providers who wish to continue to meet EC 3.4.1 and
EC 3.4.2 will need to confirm that the curriculum and developmental assessment tool
they are using are OCDEL-approved. Such providers will also need to ensure that the
curricula and/or developmental assessments tool they are using will not be sunset at
the beginning of the following fiscal year. Providers should make this review a regular
part of their annual Continuous Quality Improvement (CQI) activities and CQI plan
update.

Providers who are using a curriculum and/or developmental assessment tool or
previous version of a tool that is no longer considered approved, will need to choose a
new tool, or newer version of a tool, that is OCDEL- approved if they wish to continue
meeting EC 3.4.1 and EC 3.4.2. Providers will need to choose a new tool before their
next full Keystone STARS designation if they wish to meet the relevant STARS Quality
Indicators. In addition, by the time of their next full designation, these providers would
need to have all onsite leadership team members and teaching staff take appropriate
professional development (PD) in the new vendor-related tool if they wish to meet the
relevant STAR PD Quality Indicators (SQ 3.4.6 and SQ 3.4.8)

NEXT STEPS
1. Keystone STARS Providers

a) Review the information with your staff.

b) Providers who are using STARS quality indicators EC 3.4.1 and EC 3.4.2 toward
their STAR 3 and 4 designation shall refer to the listings for OCDEL-approved
curricula and developmental assessments to ensure the tools they are using
remain on the list.
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c) As part of providers’ annual CQI Plan update and activities, ensure that the
curriculum and assessment tools they are using to meet EC 3.4.1 and EC 3.4.2
remain on the OCDEL-approved listings.

d) Please direct any questions to your ELRC.

2. ELRC

a) Review and share with appropriate staff.

b) Refer to the listings for OCDEL-approved curricula and developmental
assessments to become familiar with the current approved tools.

c) As part of annual work with providers, ensure that the curriculum and
assessment tools they are using to meet EC 3.4.1 and EC 3.4.2 remain on the
OCDEL-approved listings

d) Please direct any questions to your program representative.
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Appendix A: Approved Curriculum Information for Keystone STARS:
Current as of release of this policy

Approved Curriculum Information* for Keystone STARS
*Current as of November 2022; will be updated March 2023
Please refer here for the most current listing.

Infant Toddler

e Curriculum Active Sunset Date Inactive After
Approved

2022 4BELS Living Education Series

2018 Circle of Education® - peaPOD™

2018 Early Learning Success

Experience Early Learning, home of
Mother Goose Time

Frog Street Press, Inc. -
Infant/Toddler

2022 Funnydaffer

2015

2017

2015 Funshine® Express — Buttercups

2016 Gee Whiz Education™

2015 HighScope

2016 Kaplan - Connect4Learning

2015 Kaplan - Learn Every Day

Teaching Strategies® - Creative
2015 Curriculum for Infants, Toddlers and
Twos 5th ed.

CRRKKKIKIKIKKKKK

Prekindergarten

Year Curriculum Active Sunset Date | Inactive After
Approved

2022 4BELS Living Education Series

Benchmark Education Company

2019 PreK - Ready to Advance

2020 Blueprint for Early Learning

Circle of Education® - EduPod Pre-
Kindergarten

2016 Curiosity Corner

2018

SSKKKK
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Prekindergarten

e Curriculum Active Sunset Date | Inactive After
Approved

2018 Early Learning Success

Experience Early Learning, home of
Mother Goose Time

2021 Frog Street Press, Inc. - 2020
Frog Street Press, Inc. - DIG -

2015

2015 Develop. Inspire. Grow.™

2019 Erog Street Press, Inc. — Excel Pre-

2019 Frog Street Press, Inc. - Frog Street
Pre-K/Frog Street Threes

2019 Frog Street Press, Inc. - Frog Street

Pre-K/Fours
2022 Funnydaffer

2015 Funshine® Express — Fireflies

2016 Gee Whiz Education™

2015 HighScope

2015 Investigator Club®

Kaplan - Connect4Learning -
Prekindergarten

2016

2015 Kaplan - Learn Every Day

Kaplan - Learn Every Day Preschool

2020 Curriculum 2nd Edition

2021 Learning without Tears

2017 McGraw Hill - World of Wonders

Pearson — Open the World to
Learning (OWL)

2015 Big Day for PreK

2015

2022 Scholastic - On My Way

Starfall Education — Starfall PreK
2nd Edition

Teaching Strategies® - Creative
Curriculum for Preschool 5th ed.

2021 Three Cheers for Pre-K

Voyager Sopris Learning - We Can
Early Learning Curriculum

2022

2015

CSKKKKIKKKIKKIKKIKRRKIKIKKIKKIRK

2016
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Domain Specific Coverage

Year Curriculum Active Sunset Date Inactive After
Approved
ABCs for Me! Interactive Strategies \/
2018 for the new learner, Pre-K to K
(student workbook)- Social and
Emotional Development
ABCs for Me! A workbook for the
2018 young learner (instructor workbook)

- (Pre-Kindergarten) - Social and
Emotional Development

Carrie Flower — Social and

2017 Emotional Development (Pre-
Kindergarten)

Children's Literacy Initiative -
Blueprint for Early Literacy (Pre-

2015 Kindergarten) Language and
Literacy

2015 G_rapeSEED - Language and
Literacy

ANANEERSER NEERN

| Can Problem Solve (Pre-
Kindergarten) - Approaches to

2015 Learning through Play, Language
and Literacy and Social and
Emotional

Investigator Club® (Infant Toddler) -
all domains BUT Social Studies

2018 ORIGO Stepping Stones Pre-K

2015

2020 ScienceStart - Science

Tools of the Mind - all domains BUT
Social Studies

CRKKK

2015
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Appendix B: Approved Developmental Assessment Information for
Keystone STARS: Current as of release of this policy

Approved Developmental Assessment Information* for Keystone

STARS
*Current as of November 2022; will be updated March 2023
Please refer here for the most current listing.

Infant Toddler

VSR Developmental Assessment Active Sunset Date | Inactive After
Approved
2014 Assessment Technology Incorporated:

Galileo®
2021 Cognitive Toy Box

Curriculum Associates: BRIGANCE®

2014 Early Childhood Developmental

Inventory (ECDI)

Curriculum Associates: BRIGANCE®

2014 Head Start Developmental Inventory

(HSDI)

2020 Desired Results Developmental Profile
(DRDP)

2020 Frog Street Press AIM

06/30/2023 07/01/2023

06/30/2023 07/01/2023

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt: Riverside
2014 Early Assessments of Learning (REAL)
Head Start

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt: Riverside
2014 Early Assessments of Learning (REAL)
Kindergarten Readiness*

2014 HighScope: COR Advantage

2019 Life Cubby: The Vine Assessment™

MyIGDIs Profile of Preschool Learning
2018 and Development Readiness
(ProLADR)

2014 Pearson: THE OUNCE SCALE

Teaching Strategies LLC: Teaching
Strategies GOLD®

ANANERNA NS SER NANANER SER SENAN

2014
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Prekindergarte

el Developmental Assessment Active SUSE MEGIVE
Approved P Date After
2014 Assessment Technology Incorporated:

Galileo®
2021 Cognitive Toy Box

2020 Desired Results Developmental Profile
(DRDP)
2020 Frog Street Press AIM

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt: Riverside
2014 Early Assessments of Learning (REAL)
Head Start*

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt: Riverside
2014 Early Assessments of Learning (REAL)
Kindergarten Readiness

2014 HighScope: COR Advantage

2019 Life Cubby: The Vine Assessment™

MyIGDls Profile of Preschool Learning
2018 and Development Readiness
(ProLADR)

National Institute for Early Education
2014 Research (NIEER)/ Lakeshore: Early
Learning Scale (ELS)

National Institute for Early Education
2016 Research (NIEER)/Early Learning Scale

ANANANER VIR N NS SER IR NASENANAN

(ELS)

2014 Pearson: THE WORK SAMPLING
SYSTEM®

2014 Pearson: THE WORK SAMPLING
SYSTEM® for Head Start

2014 Teaching Strategies LLC: Teaching

Strategies GOLD®
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