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ANNOUNCEMENT 
 C-21-10 

Pennsylvania Office of Child Development and Early Learning 
Bureau of Early Learning Policy and Professional Development and Bureau of 

Certification 
 

Issue Date: December 14, 2021 
 

         Effective Date:              December 10, 2021 
 

                 End Date:  N/A 
 

Subject: Obsolete Certification Announcements for Certified Child 
Care Providers- Order of the Acting Secretary of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Health Directing Face Coverings 
in School Entities 
 

To: All DHS Certified Child Care Facilities  
Early Learning Resource Centers (ELRCs)  
Office of Child Development and Early Learning (OCDEL) 
Staff 
 

From: Tracey Campanini   
Deputy Secretary, Office of Child Development & Early 
Learning 

 

PURPOSE 
To provide updated information to certified child care providers who are impacted by 
announcements issued as a result of Order of the Acting Secretary of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health Directing Face Coverings in School Entities (Order).  

BACKGROUND 
On December 10, 2021, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court issued a ruling that ends the 
Acting Secretary of Health’s order that masks must be worn by children age two and 
older, educators and staff in child care settings. Please note that this decision does not 
impact the Federal directive requiring all Head Start and Early Head Start programs or 
passengers and drivers to wear a mask on school buses, including on buses operated 
by public and private school systems; these requirements remain in effect. 
 
While we are disappointed by the Court’s ruling, this ruling does not prevent providers 
from setting their own health and safety policies for their staff and children in care in line 
with recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Diseases%20and%20Conditions/Order%20of%20the%20Acting%20Secretary%20Directing%20Face%20Coverings%20in%20Schools.pdf
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Diseases%20and%20Conditions/Order%20of%20the%20Acting%20Secretary%20Directing%20Face%20Coverings%20in%20Schools.pdf
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CDC’s guidance for child care facilities at this time still recommends universal 
masking for children age 2 and older and staff regardless of vaccination status, 
specifically:  
 

• “Indoors: CDC recommends universal masking in ECE programs for everyone 
two years of age and older, regardless of vaccination status.  

• Outdoors: In general, people do not need to wear masks when outdoors. CDC 
recommends that people age 2 and older who are not fully vaccinated wear a 
mask in crowded outdoor settings or during activities that involve sustained close 
contact with other people.”  

 
COVID-19 is still a threat and Acting Human Services Secretary Meg Snead strongly 
urge all providers to continue requiring mask use for children age 2 and older and 
educators and staff. Consistent and proper mask usage can limit transmission, protect 
individuals inside the facility and their families, and reduce the need to quarantine or 
consolidate entire classrooms due to exposures. Masking can help us continue some 
level of consistent and normal operations that provides stability to children, their 
families, and educators and staff. Especially in light of new variants, we must all 
continue to do our part to keep the children and families we serve as well as educators 
and staff safe in child care settings. Encouraging and supporting staff to get vaccinated 
and sharing resources about vaccination for children 5 and older is also important, 
especially while a vaccine is not available to our youngest children.  

DISCUSSION 
In order to be responsive to Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruling on December 10, 2021, 
this Announcement serves as communication that the following announcements will be 
obsolete: 

• Announcement C-21-07: COVID-19 Policy Updates 
• Announcement C-21-08: Compliance with Acting Secretary of Health’s Face 

Covering Order 
 
Any citations for regulatory violations issued pursuant 55 Pa. Code Chapters 3270, 
3280, and 3290 pertaining to compliance with “pertinent laws and regulations” “general 
health and safety,” and “child and adult health information for failure to comply with the 
Acting Secretary of Health’s Order will be rescinded. These regulatory citations 
included: 

• 55 Pa. Code § 3270.14, § 3270.21, § 3270.131(c), § 3270.131(d)(4),                        
§ 3270.151(c)(4) 

• 55 Pa. Code § 3280.14, § 3280.20, § 3280.131(c), § 3280.131(d)(4), 
§3280.151(c)(4) 

• 55 Pa. Code § 3290.18, § 3290.131(c), § 3290.131(d)(4), § 3290.151(c)(4) 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001BDC96s8_YWMaLdH_7806l63-fjAi0nJw4vY7r6mzWMta4PnlkwApm3wGO4ewKx_Zj6TnxYDK0dEskSjKek1-XOiO0PzZdnZR8fP6A6hR8_tpWprWI7ND_Yo0mES_wg229gZfPYb5pwFQhVHxEUEP_XopAYHFCfyiUdR3fcJ9yzbDvlQHyr7BsPoPpD14XmY90xzUVJ0efd8287UJZK0Kv4HY3hv13EDMyYk8tMPidb57nPCuSMpsWw%3D%3D%26c%3Dxw-vq0f1kGDnMTY768hDtGCSLf-3JT10Zk4LBRplR0T1k2VaJHD3MQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DrTOFxmQpoa34bBzuSXnFuxKCww8wTvsC_BbWEpa9JH2Vy3lGFIeYcg%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Ckeshaw%40pa.gov%7C7d95293ba2604b7e7f5b08d9bc346c24%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637747755604466280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Cu7GqwR27R%2Fb1%2FRMnZpCOAbQbOTAhW6zLLef8%2BUSTgQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001BDC96s8_YWMaLdH_7806l63-fjAi0nJw4vY7r6mzWMta4PnlkwApm7jmC1XoUAUho5atQvCjpLIbuh0_owAsLUM_cZzzhDNotsulXNRdMddgOLIa9JJSruqsY_3HJmMMYWZPfXzfd05UKrH09QHsyb3LsHQmIsLk-rXi1yOILqnwvSL1ao6bNdDLgm6q0fT0qAl0-EMJwu6paYEa9gk6FnJ_UkwZzEQXyeWewhzlQpk_AityGd3WwacYWGgs0HuloLlC2m_a5fs%3D%26c%3Dxw-vq0f1kGDnMTY768hDtGCSLf-3JT10Zk4LBRplR0T1k2VaJHD3MQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DrTOFxmQpoa34bBzuSXnFuxKCww8wTvsC_BbWEpa9JH2Vy3lGFIeYcg%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Ckeshaw%40pa.gov%7C7d95293ba2604b7e7f5b08d9bc346c24%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637747755604466280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=E2ohLVfNjPmw7UCKEzUc740Ftx%2Bpt80hmXuiihj2qJI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001BDC96s8_YWMaLdH_7806l63-fjAi0nJw4vY7r6mzWMta4PnlkwApm7jmC1XoUAUho5atQvCjpLIbuh0_owAsLUM_cZzzhDNotsulXNRdMddgOLIa9JJSruqsY_3HJmMMYWZPfXzfd05UKrH09QHsyb3LsHQmIsLk-rXi1yOILqnwvSL1ao6bNdDLgm6q0fT0qAl0-EMJwu6paYEa9gk6FnJ_UkwZzEQXyeWewhzlQpk_AityGd3WwacYWGgs0HuloLlC2m_a5fs%3D%26c%3Dxw-vq0f1kGDnMTY768hDtGCSLf-3JT10Zk4LBRplR0T1k2VaJHD3MQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DrTOFxmQpoa34bBzuSXnFuxKCww8wTvsC_BbWEpa9JH2Vy3lGFIeYcg%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Ckeshaw%40pa.gov%7C7d95293ba2604b7e7f5b08d9bc346c24%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637747755604466280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=E2ohLVfNjPmw7UCKEzUc740Ftx%2Bpt80hmXuiihj2qJI%3D&reserved=0
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Announcement-C-21-07-Certified-Child-Care-Providers-Operating-Under-DOH-Order-Aug.31-FINAL.pdf
https://www.pakeys.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Announcement-C-21-08-Compliance-with-Acting-Secretary-of-Healths-Face-Covering-Order.pdf
https://www.pakeys.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Announcement-C-21-08-Compliance-with-Acting-Secretary-of-Healths-Face-Covering-Order.pdf
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The certification regional office will follow up with a letter for those child care providers 
who were cited under the Acting Secretary of Health’s Order that took effect at 12:01 
a.m. on September 7, 2021.  

NEXT STEPS 
1. Child care programs: 

a. Read this Announcement and share the revisions and updates with 
appropriate staff. 

2. Stay up-to-date on the most recent CDC Guidance for Operating Child Care.  
3. For additional resources on COVID-19 developed for early learning programs in 

Pennsylvania click here. 
4. Direct all questions and comments to your child care Certification Regional 

Office.  

Certification Regional Office of Child Development and Early Learning 
Central Region 800-222-2117 
Northeast Region 800-222-2108 
Southeast North and Southeast South Region 800-346-2929 
Western Region 800-222-2149 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/child-care-guidance.html
https://www.pakeys.org/covid-19/
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