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Shift Happens

Developmentally 
Appropriate

Practice
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All → each 
and every
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Definition of Professional 
Development

“Professional development is 
facilitated teaching and 
learning experiences that are 
transactional and designed 
to support the acquisition of 
professional knowledge, 
skills, and dispositions as well 
as the application of this 
knowledge in practice…..



Tom Wolf, Governor
Noe Ortega, Acting Secretary of Education | Teresa Miller, Secretary of Human Services
Tom Wolf, Governor
Noe Ortega, Acting Secretary of Education | Teresa Miller, Secretary of Human Services

Discover
Discover new resources for each 
indicator and new ways to use 
familiar resources

Change

Change emphasis in assignments (e.g., 
from knowledge acquisition to 
knowledge acquisition + knowledge 
application)

Incorporate

Incorporate content for new areas of 
emphasis like equity, diversity, inclusion, 
and development-ally appropriate 
practice

Enhancements 
based on 
using the PA 
Rubric
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Incorporate new 
content



Tom Wolf, Governor
Noe Ortega, Acting Secretary of Education | Teresa Miller, Secretary of Human Services
Tom Wolf, Governor
Noe Ortega, Acting Secretary of Education | Teresa Miller, Secretary of Human Services

Dilem

ma
On the one hand On the other hand

Possible strategies for 
resolving these differences

(what would you do?)

#4 A parent maintains that her one-

year-old is toilet trained. At home 

the baby does not wear diapers or 

complicated clothing. Opportunities 

to use the toilet are provided 

regularly by the mother at home; 

thus, the baby has few or no 

“accidents”. The parent expects the 

same arrangement in the childcare 

setting.

The caregiver feels certain that the 

parent is trained, not the baby. To the 

caregiver, a child must be old enough 

to go to the toilet independently, wipe, 

wash hands, and so forth. The 

caregiver feels strongly that she has 

neither the time nor the relationship 

with the baby to use the family’s 

techniques in the care setting.

What do the NAEYC 

frameworks say about 

this?

On the One Hand—On the Other Hand

Dilemmas of daily 
practice
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Culturally Responsive Teaching
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Watch “The Look” Consider:

• Have you ever gotten “the 
look?” Or been with someone 
who has?

• Have you ever given “the look?”

• What do the NAEYC positions 
(equity, DAP) say about biases?

• What insights have you gained 
from this video about being a 
culturally responsive educator?
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DEC 
Recommended 

Practice Tools
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• Use checklist while 
watching a video: which 
practices did you see?

• Ask students to identify 
ways in which they could 
implement these practices 
virtually?

• Connect with C2P2 or P3D 
to see about accessing 
families who have a child 
with a disability for students 
to interview. Ask students to 
design questions, then self-
assess using the checklist.
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Intersectionality

Processes of Child Development and Learning
State Early Learning Standards & Guidelines

Social and Cultural Contexts
• Building Resilience
• Preventing Suspensions & Expulsions
• Engaging Each & Every Family

Individually Appropriate Practices 
• DEC Recommended Practices 
• Culturally Responsive Teaching
• Practices for Supporting Children who are 

Dual Language Learners

Intersectionality
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Pyramid model practices + 
culturally responsive, equity 
strategies
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Guidelines for Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Action

4. Teaching to Enhance Each Child’s Development and Learning

4. B.4 Educators are prepared to individualize their teaching 
strategies to meet the specific needs of individual children, 
including children with disabilities and children whose learning is 
advanced, by building upon their interests, knowledge, and skills. 
Educators use all the strategies identified here and consult with 
appropriate specialists and the child’s family; they see that each 
child gets the adaptations and specialized services needed for full 
inclusion as a member of the community and that no child is 
penalized for their ability status.
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What about asking 
your students  to 
“shift” this activity?

Create a science activity 
that will be fun for the 
children with disabilities 
in an inclusive 4th Grade 
classroom.
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Use a Persona

Trey is 30 months old. He lives with his mother who has some 
intellectual challenges. She takes very good care of Trey but she 
doesn’t know much about how to support the development of a 
toddler. By report, Trey has never used crayons, held or read 
books, or spent time with other children. Trey’s mom recently 
found a job, so Trey is now in a family childcare program each day. 
Based on concerns from Trey’s grandparents, he was recently 
evaluated and has an IFSP to support his language, fine motor, 
and social-emotional development. Trey’s therapy services are 
being delivered at the childcare. 

Trey’s teacher says he plays with are cars, trains, trucks – anything 
with wheels. He avoids doing fine motor activities. When he is 
asked to do fine motor activities like completing simple puzzles, 
he appears to get frustrated, but doesn’t seem to be able to 
explain how he feels or why he’s unhappy. 
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Ask students to identify what might be 

expected in fine motor, social emotional, and 

language development from a toddler, using 

your state early learning guidelines or 

standards. Consider how that compares to 

Trey’s development.

Consider the routines that go 

on each day in Trey’s childcare 

program. Which daily activities 

might provide naturally 

occurring opportunities to 

support Trey’s language, fine 

motor, and social-emotional 

development? 

Using the DEC 

Recommended Family 

Practices as the basis for 

your ideas, what 

strategies might you use 

for collaborating with 

Trey’s family to support 

his development?

Opport
unities
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I want my students to

• Understand the assets for children of 
being bilingual

• Understand the phases of second 
language acquisition for children who 
are dual language learners

• Understand how to support children 
who are dual language learners in 
inclusive early childhood classrooms

Children 

who are 

Dual 

Language 

Learners
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Ramon

Ramon is four years old and lives with his mom, dad, 
younger sister Maria, and his abuela. Ramon is the child 
most likely to come in from the playground with some 
living creature. At home he takes care of the family pets, 
and in the classroom, he frequently selects real, plastic, 
and stuffed animals to play with, especially dinosaurs.  

Ramon is a sequential dual language learner. He speaks 
Spanish at home and has a 25-word site vocabulary. In his 
preschool classroom, Ramon is very quiet but watches 
intently to see what to do. He is picking up new labels in 
English every day. Ramon’s parents are very eager for him 
become fluent in English so he can be successful in school 
and life.
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Assignment Makeovers
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Acquisition Application
Use your state early learn-
Ing guidelines to learn 
about the fine motor skills 
one might expect a 4-1/2-
year-old to have

Use your state early learning guidelines to learn 
about the social-emotional capabilities one might 
expect of a 4-1/2-year-old

In the course discussion board, share ideas you have 
about the areas in which Jake’s development is 
delayed. Consider the prerequisite skills it would be 
important to build for him to develop more age-
appropriate capabilities.

Consider all the routines that go on each 
day in Jake’s Head Start classroom. Using an 
activity matrix, identify the ways in which 
you could make those routines 
opportunities for Jake to practice his fine 
motor and social-emotional skills.

Using what you know about Jake’s interests, 
share three engaging small group activities 
that would build both his fine motor and
social-emotional capabilities. Provide 
details including the duration of the activity, 
open-ended questions you might pose, etc.



Tom Wolf, Governor
Noe Ortega, Acting Secretary of Education | Teresa Miller, Secretary of Human Services
Tom Wolf, Governor
Noe Ortega, Acting Secretary of Education | Teresa Miller, Secretary of Human Services

Acquisition Application
Remind students of evidence 
sources for information about 
appropriate developmental 
expectations

Dusty
This energetic 2-year-old lives with his grandparents, 
Mac and Mabel. Mac is a retired mechanic and Mabel is 
a homemaker; they are both in their 60s. While they 
were both looking forward to hunting, fishing, gardening, 
and canning at this phase of their life, they are instead raising a very busy 
and unpredictable toddler. By their own admission, neither of them is 
“much of a reader.” Television is their primary source of information.

Dusty is up at the crack of dawn every day and wants to do whatever his 
“pawpaw” does, especially if that activity is noisy. Mabel describes Dusty 
as headstrong and stubborn, “just like his mother.” When Dusty has 
tantrums or is destructive, Mac says he’s just “ornery.” They’re both tired 
and frustrated, but also acknowledge how much they want Dusty to get a 
good start in life.

Dusty’s grandparents have very little information about appropriate 
expectations for a 2-year-old and are stumped as to why he won’t play quietly 
by himself for long periods of time. If they came to you for help, how would 
you share information with them about developmentally appropriate 
expectations? Knowing what you do about Mac and Mabel, what might be 
effective ways to support them and Dusty? Include the evidence source(s) you 
would draw upon in making your recommendation.
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Use a current assignment, e.g., design a math or science learning center for a 
preschool classroom

BUT let your students know that Ramon, Jake, and Lainie are three of the children 
in that class. Their assignment will then be to design a learning center that will 
engage and support each child, including these three. You can also ask students to 
identify the evidence sources they drew their ideas from.
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Assignment Makeover

ORIGINAL

Using the list of top-rated books for children provided, 
choose a book about diverse families that would be 
suitable for first grade children. Once you have read the 
book, evaluate the content of the children’s book based 
on the following criteria:
• Does it provide information that would help a child 

understand a challenging issue?
• Would you feel comfortable using the book with 

children?
Prepare a review of the book to share in class including a 
description of the issues addressed and your evaluation 
of the book.
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MAKEOVER

Using the book you selected, design a shared book reading activity 
for a diverse group of first grade children. Using what you have 
learned about both child development and literacy, describe
• The duration of the activity
• The sequence of the activity (what would you do first, second, 

third?)
• Physical resources you would use (e.g., props,)
• Strategies you would use for engaging each of the children
• Strategies for how to individualize for children who are dual 

language learners or children with brief attention spans
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Resources 

• SCRIPT-NC

• NAEYC

• SURPRISE!
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How to Search for Resources

Create your own resource list
Narrow your 
search 
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Register 
for the 
2021 

SCRIPT-NC 
webinars!
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NAEYC

Access position 
statement landing 
pads

Search for items of 
topical interest
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Resources to 
incorporate in 
teaching and 
professional 
development: 
The evidence 
for this 
statement

Principles of Child 
Development and Learning

The Social-Cultural Context 
of Child Development and 
Learning

Endnotes
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Anti-Bias 
Approaches

Moving Beyond Anti-Bias Activities: Supporting the Development of Anti-Bias Practices
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/mar2016/moving-beyond-anti-bias-activities

Understanding Anti-Bias Education: Bringing the Four Core Goals to Every Facet of Your Curriculum  
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/nov2019/understanding-anti-bias

Black Children Discovering the Brilliance and Beauty in Black (Voices)
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/sept2020/discovering-brilliance-black-voices

Black Boys Matter: Strategies for a Culturally Responsive Classroom
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/apr2019/strategies-culturally-responsive-classroom

Black Boys Matter: Cultivating Their Identity, Agency, and Voice
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/feb2019/black-boys-matter

Inclusion Assessing Opportunities to Support Each Child: 12 Practices for Quality Inclusion
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/jul2019/practices-quality-inclusion

Search the NAEYC website

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/mar2016/moving-beyond-anti-bias-activities
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/nov2019/understanding-anti-bias
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/sept2020/discovering-brilliance-black-voices
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/apr2019/strategies-culturally-responsive-classroom
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/feb2019/black-boys-matter
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/jul2019/practices-quality-inclusion
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Pennsylvania Rubric 
Indicator Resources

Evidence 
sources

Print sources

Audiovisual 
sources

Online sources

PA sources
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What one thing 
from this 
webinar will you 
try out or 
explore?
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All resources from this webinar are available at 
https://www.pakeys.org/get-professional-

development/higher-education/2021-faculty-
webinar-series/

https://www.pakeys.org/get-professional-development/higher-education/2021-faculty-webinar-series/

